
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings this time from Mis-
souri. I am in Bolivar Missouri 
where I spent time as an ex-
change student many years ago. 
The day has been spent with the 
mum of the family with whom I 
lived at that time who is suffer-
ing from dementia so I feel like 
a wrung out rag at the moment. 
I flew first to LA where I had a 
meeting with a huge Korean 
church that we are praying will 
take up some of the support of 
DMI and then with a missions 
committee member of a large 
Church of Christ in the LA area 
with the hope that they too will 
take on our work. With the poor 
old Australia dollar as bad as it 

is we need some of the American stuff to make up for the loss we are experi-
encing at the moment. 

I am on my way to Norway to spend a couple of months with Lill and the 
two boys there and to do as much speaking and deputation as possible. Brent 
and Erik will join us for Christmas thanks to a gift of air fares from Lill’s 
mum. We are all looking forward very much to being together as a full family 
for a while after a lot of time separated. 

I have just returned from a time in the Philippines. It was great to be back 
in Asia again and I enjoyed every minute of being there. We are however 
faced with quite a few issues which I will be presenting to you for some time 
to come. I will try not to drive you all mad but I do ask that you pray about 
these things so that the Lord will provide in His time for some very pressing 
needs. 

D A V A O  
Joshua and Jocelyn Asuela as 

you might remember established 
a work there in Davao city open-
ing a dormitory or hostel for deaf 
children near the local govern-
ment school. The school is the 
only one for the province but 
does not have a dormitory so 
unless deaf kids from the country 
have a relative to stay with in Da-
vao City, they could not attend 
the school. Thanks to our work 
there are, on the property that we 
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• Money for a 
new dormitory 
in Davao. 

• Thank God for 
the Browns 
who are going 
to help repair 
the school in 
Legaspi. 

• Money for the 
repair of the 
school’s roof. 
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Some of the children at Surigao 

Antonio, teacher and evangelist at the new 
ministry in Surigao, a day’s trip from Davao 
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rent, over 40 kids in residence as well as some workers and 
the Asuela Family. Not only that, but the facilities also ac-
commodate our church which has an attendance of some 70 
or so people. 

This year we experienced a major flood which was a 
great discouragement to the work as well as being very 
messy and smelly. A few minor floods had been experienced 
in the past but this one was a really beauty. 

After spending a lot of time cleaning up and repairing the 
place suddenly the owner announced that he was going to 
sell and that we had to get out. The Asuela’s are not com-
plaining people but I think that they were ready to give up 
and go find some easier job. Where do you move with 40 
kids? 

Well, Gillian from Tokyo visited and began the search 
for land and that looks like the route that we will take: buy 
land and build. I looked at a couple of very suitable lots right 
in the area that we need to be in and on higher floodless 
ground. The lots range in price from $US30,000 to 
$US50,000, a lot of money, but unless you have a better 
suggestion, then this is what we have to do. Gillian left 
$US3000 as seed money so we have that much on hand now. Please pray with 
me that the Lord will provide this money some how and then enough to build af-
ter that. 

L E G A S P I  
Mean while down in Bicol the situation is not quite as desperate but needy 

never the less. The recent eruption of the Mayon volcano totally destroyed the 
crops and the rice but these are coming back now and look terrific. While I was 
there the harvest of the rice had begun and it looked like a bumper crop. I am 
looking forward to hearing the number of sacks harvested. However the ash fell 
onto the school roof which now has to be replaced at a tune of $US10,000. This 
is besides all the other repairs that come from just wear and tear and life in the 
tropics. 

Next year a team from the Berwick Church of Christ in Melbourne are com-
ing and raising some of the funds for the general repairs and a couple from New 
Zealand, Bob and Bridget Brown, are planning on spending 6 months there just 
to do repair work and to encourage the staff. We are so grateful for this and eve-
ryone is most excited about the help being offered. Please pray too for the neces-

sary funds to see these re-
pairs carried out. I’ll in-
clude more pictures next 
newsletter. 
In the mean time thank you 
so much for your prayers, 
financial support and words 
of encouragement. Thank 
you to the one who sent the 
care package and anony-
mous words of encourage-
ment. 
 
 
God Bless, 
 
Neville, Lill and family 

The children at the dormitory in Davao 

The dormitory in Davao 
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Please visit us at: 
www.deafmin.org 


