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Dear Friends,

| am writing this sitting in a North West Airlinefly-
ing over a snow covered landscape somewhere bet
Raleigh North Carolina and Memphis on my way
Houston before heading for Missouri, lowa and myafi
destination in the US, Los Angeles, where | will &
working on setting up and legalizing in the US awew
mission, Deaf Ministries International. | am tryirggs-
perately not to spill a glass of cranberry juicé@ter the
computer keyboard!

| forgot to wish you all a very happy new year dsst
is my first letter for the year 2000. Happy New Yeall
the hype and carryings on over the Y2K businessrsee¢ 20 years of mlnlStry in Korea
ancient history now. What an anticlimax that waseWw

spent a quiet New Years eve at the Union ChurctKobe then at midnight
waited for all the lights to go off, stars to fatiom PRA
the skies, the earth to open up but absolutely noth p @ |
ing happened. There followed a pathetic fireworks
display some where near the port and then we wen Pray for:
home to bed!
We had a lovely Christmas celebration and wele ¢ the 29 who were
blessed again to have the whole family with us far  paptised in
our last Christmas in Japan. No date yet has bep Uganda
set for our departure but it will be around the engl
of June sometime. We will give you our itinerary| « the new work in
as soon as we know what we are doing ourselve :
lan received his first shaver for Christmas aneaft Burund, va_anda
a lot of coaxing finally put the razor to the stubb and Tanzania
on his chin and upper lip. No way was he going tp
have any of that foam stuff on his face. * funds tp buy a
1999 ended with some great highlights. In Koreajaiaed in the celebration | NOuse in Kam-
of the 20 years since the commencement of the mnthere. It was a great time pala and the
for us and we were so happy to have Jack Marstiai Madores from Japan and ~ Philippines
Pa Lian from Burma join us for the occasion. Ourafiéolk there, especially
Kumiko and Doo Hyong had gone to so much troubletfe occasion. It will be

tn

i
lan trying out his new razor

some thing we will always remember. We were
presented with a garland of flowers that ma
us feel a bit like horses at the end of a race,
we certainly don't feel that our race is over yet S

Much of the work in Africa finished off '
1999 on a high too. Some 21 folk were baptiz
in Gulu in Northern Uganda and 8 more in Lir
in Central Uganda The first conference for tiid
deaf was held in Burundi and resulted in
coming to the Lord and a church being ests
lished in that land. A deaf Ugandan was sent
a missionary to Rwanda and Daniel from Ken
has gone as a missionary to Tanzania. It is

rather amazing. The baptism candidates in Uganda
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| wonder what 2000 will bring,
lots of changes for sure not only fo
the Muirs, but for the organization
our direction and ministry in gen
eral too. In March, 4 of the yound
people from Davao will graduate
from College to return to our work
there and God willing commence
or 4 new centers within a hour o
two's radius of Davao City. Anto
nio who graduated last year has &
ready started a new work in Sure The 20th Anniversary of the work in Korea
gao some 11 hours by bus fror
Davao. The planned centers will be a little moreessible to Davao proper than is
Suragao.

We are still hoping to survey Manado in Indones@ too far from Mindanao.
We planned to do it just as anti Chinese riots cagnoed. After that quieted down,
anti-Australian ones started following the East dmincident and now Christian /
Moslem ones are in full swing, so there has alwhgen some excuse not to go.
Anyway we hope during this year to get there intesmf war, fire flood or famine.

Pa Lian in Yangon in Myanmar reported that 180 dfsk turned up for the
Christmas service and celebration at our newly fednfiellowship there. About 30
attend regularly so they were not prepared for saidérge turn out. However there
was a kind of feeding of the 5000 miracle which ooed and not only was there
enough food but there was some left over as welbldck of land which we had
hoped to buy in a suburb of Yangon to build our owshmurch and center was sold
before we were able to make an offer so the humtsgon.

Talking of property, the opportunity again has come to buy the house in
Kampala that we tried to get a couple of years agd at the same price too. We
still have half the money for it in the bank thata raised last time and we now
need the other half as soon as possible. Pleasegzave try to raise the $15,000
necessary for this purchase which will host ourlBiBchool, center, offices and be
a fellowship center for the deaf there.

Another purchase is planned too for the Philippin@ed willing. A property
has become available in Tabaco Albay to house santh school there. The cur-
rent rented facilities are appalling as any of yelio have visited will know. Praise
the Lord we were booted out of the place so that fuaiced us to look for alterna-
tive accommodation which has just been found. A meed is a mere $25,000 ...
gulp! As someone once said “the Lord owns the eatth a thousand hills but what
we need is for Him to sell a few off and send ug firoceeds.” Please pray with us
as we search for these funds.

Back to the home front again we were all thrilledhen Erik got word that he| e ar MINISTRIES
had been admitted td INTERNATIONAL
Monash University in Mel- -
bourne to  commence Please V|S|t_us at:
course in computing. Erif Www.deafmin.org
has battled with dyslexia al
his life and the battle will
commence again as he bd
gins these courses. He hea
to Australia in February.

God bless for now,

Neville

One of the deaf being baptised in Uganda




