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UPDATE

full of all the goings on these pas
couple of months with the confer

follow up, the trip through Kore
with the conference speaker Bo
McFarland, his interpreter Gill
Stediford, Jimmy Steadman fron
Ireland and David Bulime from/
Uganda plus their visit here to Je
pan too. We are still riding a high
even as | write and are so thankft >/ L
to God for his blessings at thi¢" s , = A

time and very thankful to many o Bob McFarland (fourth from right) together with senof the delegates.
you who make this conference

such a blessing to so many. Thank you to those whee so that some P R
who could not afford to come were able to do soaifik you to those who  p
prayed so hard for this gathering and the safetyhofse travelling such

long distances. Our college students travelledehtays each way on a « Praise God
boat to get there, our Ligao people two days eacy\wn a jeep, not to

mention those who came from Europe, Australia amivNZealand, North for the won-
America, Africa and other places in Asia. As farldsow all have arrived derful re-
safely home again.

Our theme was “Passing on the faith into the neXtemnium” and we sponse to the
feel that the spark experienced at the conferenitlgeally get the fire go- conference
ing. The New Zealanders went home with the desireopen a support
base for the work in that country, home board peagturned home witha ® Pray for a
desire to work even harder to get the gospel ouhwdeaf, our deaf par-
ticipants were encouraged and blessed by each atitiour local people new SljlppOI't
were encouraged by meeting deaf believers from atbmoho were so ca- group In

pable and well trained. New Zealand
We are looking to the Lord for guidance in the dagscome, to the
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possible setting up of a ne "
ministry to the deaf, expansiofs
into three new countries and bgF
ing joined by new missionaries
from Austria and Romania. It is
all so exciting and we thank
God for it all.
There are many to thank to

who worked so hard. Joshua a ) P
Jocelyn Asuela carried the bul . LN

of the work and our gratefu i <
thanks goes to them, their fa

)

ily and coworkers in Davao & B8 |
Doug and Val Clutton looked The Asuela family who helped out tremendously
after the Manila arrangements
with accommodation and the like. Chi Luna, Buddyate, Hayde and the team at the school
entertained so many visitors before and after theference both feeding and accommodat-
ing and Febe and Aslaug in Daraga who did the sahenk you very much. God bless you
all for your hard work and sacrifice.

| would like to share with you a few exerts fromp@rts written by a couple of people who
attended the conference. If you would like to reeefull copies of the reports let me know
and we will be happy to send them to you plus ayveomprehensive one written by one of
our Australian board members who attended.

Marit Aamodt who is a hearing person and has néxagt much to do with the deaf before
writes:

Impressions from a grateful participant...

Palm trees — beautiful flowers — beaches by azueg¢ens — burning sun —
tropical rain — jungle — a mighty volcano — mass&speople — poverty —. The
impressions to the Philippines are strong, wondexfd a little heartbreaking.

Sitting at the waiting hall at the Manila airportatching the exuberant joy of
about 50 deaf participants from various countrisshey met each other, as they met
up with Neville and Lill, with glowing eyes and cheng as they met old friends —
watching hands that talk incessantly — fellowshipdaunity. What an incredible
sight! It must also have been quite a testimonyhe curious onlookers and fellow
passengers around us.

My heart is filled with
thanksgiving to God that |
was able to experience th
following:

« never have | been at ¢
Christian gathering where
| have felt unity in Christ
and the fellowship in the
Holy Spirit as | felt here

« never have | been at 3
gathering where | have fel
so handicapped as | dig
here. Not knowing sign-
language has taught me
little of what it must be
like for the deaf in a hear

[—

Delegates from Uganda giving a report on their céyn
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ing setting.

« never have | been able to communicate so well byamseof body-language as
here.

« never have | ever been to a conference with sucfully packed program
(especially for a laid back easy going Norwegiahihe day started with prayer-
groups at 6 am followed by 4-5 gatherings or meggithroughout the day as we
listened to reports about deaf Christian endeavuvgrious countries.

+ never before have | been able to watch strong,irmgpand challenging messages
by the British deaf pastor Bob McFarland. It is iogsible to convey his preaching
in words. It must be seen!

« | learnt that China has 20 million deaf people a8@0 deaf public schools, but
Christian work amongst them has barely been started

« South Korea has sent a deaf missionary to Taiwah @hina, and at the confer-
ence he could baptise a deaf person from the latemtioned country.

« experience the “singing” and the radiance fromybeng Korean Christians.

 watching deaf Filipino school children perform caltul traditional dances

+ have the opportunlty to Watch the baptism of 8 yguleaf people who previous to

the Conference had said “Yes” to Je-

sus and received Bible-instruction.

« experience the fellowship of

Christians from 17 nations around

the Lord’s table. It is incredible how

faith in Jesus can create such one-
ness and love among complete
strangers.

Marit also wrote a lot about the people
that she met at the conference apd
| schools but space prohibits any more.
Gill Stediford is a worker with the deaf
in the U.K. and accompanied Bob to tHe
Philippines as interpreter. She writes:

Baptisms were performed in the resort’s pool

Coming from Europe to the first

WOI International Conference in the
Philippines was the first of many firsts for Bob Marland and myself in Asia. First
time in Asia, first time to have so many early morg starts - 4 or 5 am(!), first time

to experience Asian traffic, first time to eat riéer breakfast, first time to eat coco-
nuts straight from the trees, first time to eat wlerful fruits whose names we’d never
heard of.

The conference itself was wonderful, and there waeal sense of unity, love and
joy amongst the deaf and hearing people who weeesthThe theme song for the con-
ference was beautifully presented by the childmemf the deaf dorm in Davao on the
first night and it set the scene for the whole tithere.

It only takes a spark to get a fire going, And saahthose around can warm up in
its glowing. That’'s how it is with God’s love, ong@u’ve experienced it; You spread
His love to everyone, you want to pass it on.

That spark was seen from the beginning of our tiogether as we experienced the
love of God in so many different ways. People canoen 17 different countries, from
rich countries and those that are not so well o#tarially, but we were all bound to-
gether in Christ’s love and most did not want tave at the end of the conference.

The early morning Prayer meetings were a good stathe day when we could
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join together in
. language groups
¥ to commit the day
to the Lord before
going to 4 or 5
meetings through
the day. Prayer
was carried on
through the con-
| ference and it was

. a blessing to hear
~ the fervent

. prayers of our
g . . . deaf brothers and
N T e s C R sisters from  dif-

' ' } ) T ' ferent parts of the

world.
It was the first
time to hear such a clear report about the work agsb deaf people in China and
S0 encouraging to know that there are those wh&isgethe lost deaf in that vast
country. Reports from other countries were alsgegiduring the conference which
gave us more of a sense of urgency to spread His &md to pass it on to the next
generation of deaf people. Eight Filipino deaf pieoand one deaf man from China
went through the waters of baptism. This was thstftime for the two Filipino
Leaders to take a baptismal service.

There are many memories from the conference whithstay in my mind for a
long time. The love and care of Joshua & Jocelyguéla; the lovely children from
the deaf dorm who sat so quietly through the megsijrthe feeling of involvement
no matter what country we came from or whether werevdeaf or hearing; a sense
of God working His purposes out in the differeneas of work of WOI deaf minis-
tries and all the hard work Neville put in befordyring and after the conference.
We experienced the warmth of God’s love in so marays giving us a fresh vision
to pass it on. The overriding feeling we had frohetconference was the oneness
we shared in Christ as we put Him first in our laze

Our time in the Philippines was very humbling ane yraise

The Korean and Japanese delegates

God for the opportunity in attending the conferearel for seeing
some of the work first hand. The spark at the begig got the =

WOI

fire going and my prayer is that it will be passed to the next
generation of deaf people. You may not be ableddathe Phil-
ippines, but your giving and especially your prayelo make a
difference.

Gill Stediford

Hands Together Deaf Christian Network Britain

The vote was unanimous, we want to do it again!020n Chang Mai
Thailand should the Lord tarry. Start saving now.

Also, thank you so much to those who have givenJmsephat and
Jeremiah’s medical expenses. All expenses have beegred and they ar¢
doing well.

God Bless,

Neville, Lill and family

DEAF MINISTRIES

Please visit us at:
www.deafmin.org



